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SUMMARY:
After the death of her younger brother, Mick, thirteen-year-old Phoebe recounts his life and the
times they shared. She especially remembers the day of his death and realizes that if Mick had
been wearing his bicycle helmet, he probably would have survived the accident Guilt, anger,
and frustration with family and friends besiege her as she tries to cope with Mick’s death,
knowing that she has lost not only a brother but also a close friend.

QUESTIONS:
How do you feel about learning at the beginning of the story that Mick has died?
How would you describe Mick and his relationship with Phoebe?
How do Phoebe, her family, friends, and people at school react to Mick’s death?
Why do you think Phoebe dreams about Mick after he has died? Do the dreams help her?
How do Phoebe and her family change through the course of the novel?
Phoebe speaks at a school assembly about the importance of bike helmets. What do you think
about her speech, and do you think her classmates would have listened to her?
At the end, what does Phoebe do to remember Mick? Would that have pleased him?
Discuss the difficulty of talking with someone who is grieving. What can you say to that person
to express your sympathy?
How do you think people will remember you?
Do you wear a helmet when you ride a bike? If not, why should you?

JOURNAL STARTERS:
When riding my bike, I try to ride safely by. . .
I can express my love and appreciation to someone else by. . .
I remember when ______________ died, and the hardest part for me was…
If someone were to describe me, I hope the person could say. . .

ACTIVITIES:
Invite a police officer to hold a bicycle safety discussion.
Ask your local police to sponsor a bike rodeo.
Make a poster about bicycle safety.
Write your own epitaph or obituary.
Make some rubbings of cemetery headstones.

With parental permission, request a funeral director to present a program for children.
Research the stages of grief. When Wocket died, did Mick follow those stages of grief? Did his
family when he died?
Learn about how and where young people have died in traffic accidents in your county.

INTEREST LEVELS: Grades 4-7

BOOK TALK:
Read from the beginning through: “I just thought that would be fair.” (p.4)
Phoebe is surrounded by the memories of her brother and no one from her family, friends, or
school knows how to help her deal with the loss of Mick, who not only was her brother, but also
a close friend. What can Phoebe do with the sadness dominating every part of her existence, and
how will she ever move on with her life?
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OTHER RECOGNITION:
Winner of a Children’s Choice Award in each of the following states:
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