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The Apprenticeship of Lucas Whitaker by Cynthis DeFelice 
It's 1849, and twelve-year-old Lucas Whitaker is all alone after his whole family dies of a 
disease called consumption which has swept through the community. Lucas is grief-
stricken and filled with guilt. He might have saved his mother, who was the last to die, if 
only he had listened to news of a strange cure for this deadly disease.  Unable to 
manage the family farm by himself, Lucas finds work as an apprentice to Doc Beecher, 
doctor, dentist, barber and undertaker. Doc amputates a leg as easy as he pulls a tooth, 
yet when it comes to consumption, he remains powerless, unwilling to try the cure he 
calls nonsense. Lucas can't accept Doc's disbelief, and he joins others in the dark ritual 
they believe is their only hope. The startling results teach Lucas a great deal about fear, 
desperation, and the scientific reasoning that offers hope for a true cure. 
 
Behind the Bedroom Wall by Laura E. Williams 
In 1939, ten-year-old Korinna Rehme becomes a member of her local Jungmaedel, a 
Nazi youth group. She believes that Hitler is helping the world by dealing with what he 
calls the "Jewish problem." When Korinna discovers that her parents are secretly hiding 
Jews in their house and helping them to escape the city, she is shocked. And her 
loyalties are put to an extreme test when a neighbor tips off the Gestapo. 
 
Belle Prater's Boy by Ruth White 
When Woodrow's mother suddenly disappears, he moves to his grandparents' home in 
a small Virginia town where he befriends his cousin and together they find the strength 
to face the terrible losses and fears in their lives.  
 
The Bookstore Mouse by Peggy Christian 
A mouse living in an antiquarian bookstore learns the true power of words when he 
literally falls into a medieval tale and helps defeat the dragon Censor.  
 
Far North by Will Hobbs 
From the window of the small floatplane, fifteen-year-old Gabe Rogers is getting his first 
look at Canada's magnificent Northwest Territories with Raymond Providence, his 
roommate from boarding school. Below is the spectacular Nahanni River--wall-to-wall 
whitewater racing between sheer cliffs and plunging over Virginia Falls. The pilot sets 
the plane down on the lake-like surface of the upper river for a closer look at the 
thundering falls. Suddenly the engine quits. The only sound is a dull roar downstream, 
as the Cessna drifts helplessly toward the falls... With the brutal subarctic winter fast 
approaching, Gabe and Raymond soon find themselves stranded in Deadmen Valley. 
Trapped in a frozen world of moose, wolves, and bears, two boys from vastly different 
cultures come to depend on each other for their very survival. 
 



Frindle by Andrew Clements  
Is Nick Allen a troublemaker? He really just likes to liven things up at school -- and he's 
always had plenty of great ideas. When Nick learns some interesting information about 
how words are created, suddenly he's got the inspiration for his best plan ever...the 
frindle. Who says a pen has to be called a pen? Why not call it a frindle? Things begin 
innocently enough as Nick gets his friends to use the new word. Then other people in 
town start saying frindle. Soon the school is in an uproar, and Nick has become a local 
hero. His teacher wants Nick to put an end to all this nonsense, but the funny thing is 
frindle doesn't belong to Nick anymore. The new word is spreading across the country, 
and there's nothing Nick can do to stop it. 
 
Hannah in Between by Colby Rodowsky 
As she starts seventh grade, twelve-year-old Hannah can no longer ignore her mother's 
increasingly erratic behavior caused by drinking. 
 
Jip: His Story by Katherine Paterson 
After tumbling off the back of a wagon, Jip was brought to live at the town poor farm. He 
has been content to do chores and tend animals -- until the day the lunatic arrives. Put 
seems terrifying and less than human, but as the weeks pass, Jip sees the man he truly 
is. So, when a menacing stranger comes to town, claiming to have been sent by Jip's 
grieving father, Jip turns to his new friend to make sense of his past.  
 
Junebug by Alice Mead 
Reeve McLain, Jr.--Junebug--has a big dream that keeps him going. He dreams that 
someday he and his younger sister and mother will move from the awful housing project 
where drugs, gangs, and guns are part of everyday life. Junebug's tenth birthday is 
coming up, and he knows the gangs and drug dealers will be after him to join them. But 
he has a big birthday plan to keep his hope alive. He's going to launch his glass-bottle 
collection filled with notes of his dreams and wishes. Maybe some way, somehow, 
Junebug's dream will come true. 
 
The Junkyard Dog by Erika Tamar 
When Katie sees the shivering, emaciated dog locked in the junkyard, she know she 
has to save him. But dogs aren't allowed in her housing project, and money is scarce at 
home. Then brutally cold weather hits, and Katie knows that the dog will die without 
shelter--unless she can figure out how to help him.  
 
Kids at Work by Russell Freedman 
Photobiography of early twentieth-century photographer and schoolteacher Lewis Hine, 
using his own work as illustrations. Hines's photographs of children at work were so 
devastating that they convinced the American people that Congress must pass child 
labor laws. 
 
Once on This Island by Gloria Whelan 
When war erupts between England and America in 1812, it brings change and 
uncertainty—even to Michigan’s remote Mackinac Island. For young Mary O’Shea, the 



hardest change is the departure of her father, who leaves Mackinac to join the American 
Army. With her sister and brother, Mary must tend the farm, deal with the hardships of 
British occupation, and hope for the safe return of their father. 
 
The Only Alien on the Planet by Kristen D. Randle 
After moving to the East Coast, Ginny enters her senior year of high school and 
uncovers the secret behind a new friend's refusal to speak. 
 
Poppy by Avi 
At the very edge of Dimwood Forest stood an old charred oak where, silhouetted by the 
moon, a great horned owl sat waiting. The owl�s name was Mr. Ocax, and he looked 
like death himself. With his piercing gaze, he surveyed the lands he called his own, 
watching for the creatures he considered his subjects. Not one of them ever dared to 
cross his path. . .until the terrible night when two little mice went dancing in the 
moonlight. . . 
 
The Richest Kids in Town by Peg Kehret 
Peter Dodge needs money so he can fly back home to visit his best friend. But how can 
the new kid in town earn big bucks? When Peter hooks up with Wishbone Wyoming, 
they come up with fantastic plans, like the Great Rubber Duck Race and Soul Soothers, 
a club for couch potatoes. What could possibly go wrong?  
 
Shiloh Season by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 
After Marty Preston worked so hard to earn the dog Shiloh, he had hoped that his 
troubles with Judd Travers were over. He could not rescue all the dogs that Judd 
mistreated, but since shiloh was the one who ran away and came to him, Shiloh was the 
one he loved. Judd, however, has other problems. Anyone who cheats and swears and 
lies and kicks his dogs has troubles inside himself, and when the man starts drinking, 
Marty realizes that Shiloh is in danger once again. As hunting season approaches and 
Judd begins hunting on their land, the Prestos know that something is bound to happen. 
They're right. Marty does the only thing he can think of to do, and discovers just how 
deep a hurt can go and how long it takes to heal. 
 
Tell Them We Remember by Susan Bachrach 
Since opening its doors in April 1993, the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum has been 
visited by more than one and a half million people. Written by a member of the 
museum's education department staff, this extraordinary book draws on the museum's 
large collection of artifacts, photographs, maps, and taped oral and video histories of 
Holocaust survivors and other witnesses to teach young readers about this terrible 
period in history.  
 
The Well: David's Story by Mildred Taylor 
In Mississippi in the early 1900s ten-year-old David Logan's family generously shares 
their well water with both white and black neighbors in an atmosphere of potential racial 
violence.  
 



White Lilacs by Carolyn Meyer 
In 1921 in Dillon, Texas, twelve-year-old Rose Lee sees trouble threatening her black 
community when the whites decide to take the land there for a park and forcibly relocate 
the black families to an ugly stretch of territory outside the town. 


